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TDCJ employees honored for volunteer service

n April 15, TDCJ employees Travis
Morris and Tommie Haynes were
recognized, along with 19 other
award recipients, at the 2016 Governor’s
Criminal Justice Volunteer Service Awards
Ceremony in Austin. The ceremony, held an-
nually since 1995, honors individuals and or-
ganizations for their volunteer work in sup-
port of the agency’s mission to provide for

public safety and rehabilitate offenders.

Lieutenant Travis Morris was honored with
the TDCJ Employee Volunteer Award. Mor-
ris began his TDCJ career in 2001 and has
been an active volunteer since 2007 when he
began teaching the Celebrate Recovery class
at the Gurney Unit. He has served as a posi-
tive role model at the Michael Unit where
he currently works in support of restorative
justice programs. Lieutenant Morris’ practi-
cal and personal touch has helped him gain
offenders’ respect, and he continues to be a
valuable asset in their rehabilitation and re-

covery.
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Warden Tommie Haynes received the Crimi-
nal Justice Administrator Award for his con-
sistent, dedicated support of volunteer and
chaplaincy programs at the Lewis Unit. War-
den Haynes’ commitment and enthusiasm
positively impact staff members, volunteers
and offenders, and his work in support of
volunteer programs that focus on offenders’
moral rehabilitation and spiritual transfor-
mation help promote public safety and re-

duce the offender recidivism rate. ®

Lieutenant Travis Morris (left) and Lewis Unit Warden Tommie Haynes were honored for
their volunteer work at the 2016 Governor’s Criminal Justice Volunteer Service Awards
Ceremony held in Austin.

1T CRIMINAL JUSTICE CONNECTIONS MARCH/APRIL 2016



